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CHEVERLY CERT 
NEWSLETTER 

CHEVERLY’S COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM  

 

Why CERT? 
CERT BACKGROUND 

The Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) is a group of residents who 
have undergone training for emergency 
situations. They are educated on 
preparedness of all emergencies. This does 
include response to a pandemic and 
recommendations prior to such disaster. 
 
CERT is a great resource to assist a 
community when there’s a gap in response. 
We are here when a child is reported 
missing in the neighborhood. We are here 
to help in immediate fire situations at a 
neighbor’s home and even when there’s a 
power outage. We provide educational 
information in preparedness. The goal is for 
you to survive a long-term disaster without 
needing to rely on outside resources who 
may have other priorities to respond to 
before yours. If you have any questions 
pertaining to that information please visit 
Ready.gov or contact us at 
chvcert@gmail.com. 
  
 
Cheverly Community COVID-19 Response 
Effort 
Mobile Call Center Task Force: 
Cheverly 
Neighbor 
to 
Neighbor 
Calls 

Chris Blegen 
Samantha 
Kerr 
Geneva 
Thornton 
Marverly 
Nettles 
Laura Thomas 

 
Public Information Team: 
Public Information 
Officer (PIO) 

Tom Ruyle 

Spanish Translator  Samantha K. 
 
Food Drive Task Force: 
Finance/Technology 
Section Chief  

Chris Blegen 

Logistic Section Chief  Nigel Stewart 
Incident Commander Marverly Nettles 

 

 
 

 

Cheverly CERT Team Participating in activities with Cheverly United Methodist Church in feeding 
the community.  

COVID-19 Emergency 
Operations 
FOOD SUPPLY RELIEF  

Cheverly CERT (CCERT) and Cheverly 
United Methodist Church (CUMC) 
continues to team up for Food Drives at 
CUMC. Food and financial donations 
were collected April 25, 2020 in 
preparation for Food Give-Back on May 
2nd. We were able to provide over 56 
families with 2 weeks’ worth of food and 
supplies. This packing effort started 
Thursday April 23 and was finally 
completed on Saturday just before the 
drive-thru contact-less event. We donated 
over 110 bags of perishable and non-
perishable food. We received a large 
donation from Gold Crust Baking 
Company which provided fresh bread to 
families across Cheverly. Gold Crust has 
continuously donated week after week. 
The perishable, fresh produce was 
delivered by Keany Produce who worked 
with us to make the ordering and delivery 
a simple process. We thank Sweet 
Bobbies Cake Creations for supplying 
every Give-Back with cakes for families.  

Last Give-Back April 18, we fed over 84 
residents. Between that time we 
constantly feed families with the 
emergency food that we’ve stored. 
Thanks to residents and businesses we 
are reaching a larger population. 
Pastor Lillian and CUMC members and 
affiliates are preparing lunches for the 
homeless population here in Prince 
George’s County every week. The average 
donation is 120 sandwiches, snacks, and 
drinks every Thursday.   
We are very thankful for those who have 
volunteered to help feed those with food 
insecurities. CERT Members and Support: 
Chris Blegen, Karen Moe, Nigel Stewart, 
Rob Hawks, Mirna Castillo, Patricia 
Washington, Josie Blegen, Marco Brown, 
Eric Radloff, and Marverly Nettles came 
together to make May 2nd Give-Back a 
successful operation. We are also thankful 
for Cheverly Police Department for 
ensuring our security during our Food 
Give-Back on May 2, 2020. 
Cheverly CERT’s Call Center Team 
continues conducting Neighbor to 
Neighbor calls.  
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The Whole Community Approach 
Impact   

 

Community 
Involvement  
MARVERLY N. 

Our Mission 
Day after day, we’re discovering new ways to help 
one another during these difficult times. We’ve 
learned that accepting this new way of uncertainty 
should be embraced rather than battled. Let us 
prepare ourselves with technology and agriculture 
methods to guide us. Many here in Cheverly have 
started gardening fruits and vegetables to stay busy 
but also knowing it’s a form of survival. Gardening 
is both therapeutic and economically savvy. We’re 
grateful to have the Cheverly Garden Club who 
safely provided a plant sale early May 2020.  
 
Cheverly has embraced technology to have fun with 
neighbors via Zoom playing Bingo and getting to 
know our police department, through the Police 
Chief Advisory Board (PCAB). Many other groups 
have come together to help one another during this 
time as well. Residents are taking breaks to layout in 
their yards and talk to other neighbors while 
maintaining 6 feet of distancing.  
 
As we approach Prince George’s County opening 
day please stay knowledgeable on “re-entry” 
requirements for businesses and facilities. PCAB 
and CERT are working together to provide masks to 
our residents. We want to equip ourselves with the 
tools needed to be safer as we Re-Enter into our new 
normal.  
 
Lastly, please support those who are helping with 
positive motivation and be that cheerleader when 
you can. Let it be your way of service to the 
community. As mentioned before remain vigilant 
while out at grocery stores, gas stations, hospitals, 
and web surfing. Maintain awareness of your 
surroundings and always double check web links 
before using your credit card or entering your PII 
(Personal Identifiable Information) online. 
 
Stay Safe.  

BRIDGING THE GAP IN COMMUNITY 
RESPONSE 

 
For the past nine weeks Cheverly CERT 
has worked with Cheverly United 
Methodist Church’s Pastor Lillian to 
make the best impact with assisting the 
community. Together we have worked to 
find and fill the gaps that are hindering 
the whole community from receiving 
assistance. We have reached out to 
resources in and outside the community 
to assist with food and mental health 
insecurities. East Riverdale’s SEED 
program and faith-based organizations 
have continued to donate to us where 
there is an overflow.  
For those experiencing mental health 
insecurities due to COVID19 please read 
the CDC guidelines at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-
anxiety.html. There are several Faith-
based organizations in town who are 
holding services online. They offer 
individual prayer as well.  
Although there is more to CERT’s 
involvement than just COVID19. We 
want you to know that we are preparing 
ourselves to respond to other 
emergencies during this time. One of 
Cheverly CERT’s Operations Chief, Joe 
Pruden has begun to equip CERT 
members with PPE for our CERT 
Response backpacks. In order to 
provide the community service we want 
to make sure we’re prepared to safely do 
so. Chief Jarod Towers activated CERT 
a few days ago for a missing child, who 
thankfully was found moments after the 
activation due to Cheverly Police’s 
available resources. With this PPE we 
are surely able to safely activate.  

 

Upcoming Events: 
Cheverly CERT Give Back (3 locations) June 6 at 12:30 – 2:30 

 
The Mission of Cheverly CERT is to provide critical support to the Town of Cheverly and  
assistance to residents during an emergency. To accomplish this mission, Cheverly CERT  
has three areas of focus: 
1. Providing our members with on-going training in disaster response, emergency preparedness, 
leadership, and organizational skills. 
2. Educating residents in Cheverly emergency preparedness. 
3. Supporting the Cheverly Police Department and related emergency services in the event of a 
disaster. 
Follow Us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CheverlyCERT/ .  
If you have any questions or interested in joining our team please contact us  
at chvcert@gmail.com. 



MAY/JUNE  2020  / /  ISSUE 3 

CHEVERLY 
CERT 

NEWSLETTER 
 

PAGE 3 

 


