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CHEVERLY CERT
NEWSLETTER
CHEVERLY’S COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM

What is CERT
CERT BACKGROUND
The Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) program educates volunteers
about disaster preparedness for the
hazards that may impact their area and
trains them in basic disaster response
skills, such as fire safety, light search and
rescue, team organization, and disaster
medical operations. CERT offers a
consistent, nationwide approach to
volunteer training and organization that
professional responders can rely on during
disaster situations, allowing them to focus
on more complex tasks.
The CERT Basic Training includes
research-validated guidance for CERT
programs to teach members what to do
before, during, and after the hazards their
communities may face. The materials in
the training include:
•
•
•
•

instructor guides;
participant manuals;
hazard annex slide decks
FEMA Independent Study IS-317:
Introduction to CERT can be taken
online before or during training.

Cheverly Community COVID-19 Response
Effort
Mobile Call Center Task Force:
Cheverly Chris B.
Neighbor Samantha K.
to
Geneva T.
Neighbor Marverly N.
Calls
Laura T.
Public Information Team:
Public Information
Tom R.
Officer (PIO)
Spanish Translator
Samantha K.
Food Drive Task Force:
Finance/Technology
Section Chief
Logistic Section Chief
Incident Commander

Chris B.
Nigel S.
Marverly N.

Cheverly CERT Team Participating in activities with PG OEM and the Community

COVID-19 Emergency
Operations
FOOD SUPPLY RELIEF
Cheverly CERT (CCERT) and Cheverly
United Methodist Church (CUMC) have
teamed-up to conduct Food Drives at CUMC.
Food was collected March 28, April 4, and
April 11. Food Give-Back and Delivery was
conducted on April 10 and 11, all day. We
were able to feed 17 households, with 84
residents. Under Pastor Lillian’s direction we
were also able to connect with college
students. Prince George’s Community College
and University of Maryland students were
provided food on March 23 since classes
ended abruptly due to COVID-19, leaving
students without resources. The amazing
residents of Cheverly Community

provided the resources that gifted those in
need. We are appreciative for high schoolers
Kyreese A, Shalamah F., Emely S. and Skyler
H. who brought great energy to the Food
Drives by designing signs, creating dances, and
sharing humanitarian ideas. Marco B. also
assisted with food drives and delivery. Thanks
is also due to Shlagel Farms and Sweet
Bobbies for providing vegetables and sweet
treats to families and volunteers. We are
appreciative to the Town Administrator,
Cheverly Exchange, and One Cheverly for
assisting with advertising these events.
Cheverly CERT’s Mobile Call Center Team is
conducting Neighbor to Neighbor Calls to
check-in and assist with resource requests from
neighbors. We hope our cheery voices bring
joy if you receive a call.
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Prince George’s County Office of
Emergency Management COVID-19
Hotline CERT Heightened Activation
PG OEM EMERGENCY OPERATIONS
CENTER (EOC)

MARVERLY N.

Our Mission

Prince George’s Community Developer and
CERT Leader Rasheed P. sent the Heightened
Activation notification to local CERT Leaders
as COVID-19 ramped-up in the U.S. Local
CERT staffed the Call Center located in the
EOC 12 hours a day, including the weekends.
The Coronavirus Hotline was an ever-evolving
process set-up immediately to answer residents,
business owners, school principals, medical
office calls in the DMV area. Once the
County’s emergency became health centered,
CERT was encouraged to train with Maryland’s
Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) to continue
with the Pandemic Response.
Prince George’s MRC, under the direction of
County Health Planner Tessa S. activated for
Real-World emergency. MRC which includes
volunteer physicians, nurses, and administrative
staff were asked to assist with testing/screening
symptomatic and asymptomatic patients at
testing locations. This group was the first to
assist with the COVID-19 Testing at FedEx
Field. MRC remains a tremendous lift for the
County’s response.
If you are interested in assisting please register
at https://mdresponds.health.maryland.gov/

Upcoming Events:
Cheverly CERT Food Drive
Cheverly CERT Give-Back
Cheverly CERT Zoom Meeting

Community
Involvement

April 25 at 11am-1pm
May 2 All-Day
May TBD

Cheverly CERT
The Mission of Cheverly CERT is to provide critical support to the Town of Cheverly and
assistance to residents during an emergency. To accomplish this mission, Cheverly CERT
has three areas of focus:
1. Providing our members with on-going training in disaster response, emergency preparedness,
leadership, and organizational skills.
2. Educating residents in Cheverly emergency preparedness.
3. Supporting the Cheverly Police Department and related emergency services in the event of a
disaster.
Follow Us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CheverlyCERT/ .
We apologize to those residents who were scheduled to train with our upcoming CERT Class
and CPR/AED/First Aid Certification. We will be sure to provide new dates once the times
are listed. If you have any questions or interested in joining our team please contact us
at chvcert@gmail.com.

Cheverly CERT has proven we are here for
the community during this World
Emergency. It took time and courage to
understand the dynamic of the emergency
and how we could safely support, outside of
basic information sharing. The community is
to credit for its constant push for our
involvement during this Pandemic. Currently
CERT is not activated in the community
because we are not yet sponsored by the
Town of Cheverly. Prince George’s County
has heightened our activation to assist with
County response. We are a community-based
organization simply volunteering with
CUMC because we care about Cheverly and
its surrounding area. Teams like Mt. Rainier,
Greenbelt, Laurel, and Upper Marlboro have
sponsorship and are activated. We hope to be
sponsored and written into an Emergency
Operations Plan in the future.
Being with our Team has strengthened our
bond and built camaraderie during this
emergency response. We have spent nearly
every weekend together and sometimes
weekdays. Because of mobile technology, we
are also connected daily. We have joked
about how difficult Saturdays will be once
this is over and we’re back to a new normal
life. We have started a relationship with
Pastor Lillian and CUMC. Her generosity to
this community is unmatched and deserves
quite the applause. As CERT Leader, I am on
weekly calls with a NCR Consortium CERT
group where we share best practices amongst
our cities and towns. Cheverly is on a good
path dealing with COVID-19 response but
there are gaps to fill.
Cheverly: Thank you for supporting the team
and our mission. This has been a very
difficult, yet rewarding time to serve you.
COVID-19 may have a lasting effect on our
finances, health, and lifestyle but it will not
conquer our joyful spirits. We are a
community of resilience, not surrender. We
have various resources located right here that
leads us over fear. Continue to uplift each
other and be patient while we all navigate
these changes.
Lastly, please remain vigilant while out at
grocery stores, gas stations, hospitals, and
web surfing. One disaster does not wait on
the next.
Stay Safe.
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